Stop Test-Driving Your Boyfriend/Girlfriend!
By Renny Sabisch

As I reflect on my own “dating” experience throughout my younger years, I have been through more ups and downs, and more disappointments too numerous to count or care to remember. This is not said in light of boastfulness, rather it has been a painful admission as I sit here today reflecting back on countless setback or missed opportunities as a results of conflicting expectations, failures to communicate because I did not know any better, or the unspoken assumptions that doomed these “relationships” before they even began.  Were we just having fun or was there more to it? Nonetheless, I always walked away saying, “What can I learn from this? What wisdom can I glean from this to bring about a positive outcome?” 
On that note: One such article comes to mind that I find my personal values and convictions align with in light of being a single Christian man or women. Written by Michael Lawrence (2010), the question often asked is, "How do I know if he/she's the one?" Lawrence states, “The point of the question is clear enough, but a rich irony dwells beneath ...” We live in a culture that allows us to choose the person we're going to marry; yet, no one wants to make the wrong choice because we understand that the choice we make is a choice for life. 
The question is not merely satirical, but if what you are after is a marriage and longevity that will glorify God, and yourself to produce real joy for you and your significant other, is the wrong question to ask as well. That is because the unstated goal of the question is "How do I know if he/she's the one ... for me?" (Lawrence, 2010).  

No doubt, there are countless ambiguities found within the modern dating scene, but when we look back at our parents or grandparents dating (i.e., courtship), certain criteria’s were expected or normal.  A date was a date, a relationship was a relationship, "going steady" was the customary verbiage, and the route taken to marriage was much more predictable.  Not so in this generation.  Today, the dating waters are muddled and the divorce rates are higher than ever before.  The universal definition of dating is now riddled with quandaries and gender and role confusion that no longer make sense; much less assumed.  Yet, why the ambiguity?  Is it not essential, in light of today's relationship red flags, to look back on the old-adage of “courting” versus dating?  Would it not wise to take cues from previous generations?  

When we look at the question, "How do I know if he/she's the one," Michael Lawrence (2010) states, “The question frames the entire decision-making process in fundamentally self-oriented — if not downright, selfish-terms.”  He furthers by saying, “It puts the potential mate on “an extended trial to determine whether or not he or she meets your need’s, fits with your personality and satisfies your desires” (Lawrence, 2010).  It places the person at the center of the process, as if they are a consumer merely window-shopping.  This scenario allows the person (e.g., consumer) to remain unquestioned, unassailable, and simply unexamined — as if the individual is sovereign in their taste, their preference, and is frankly, an unrighteous judgment. 
Here in lies the crutch!  As a single person who is ready to move forward, (e.g., true Christians), are not only going to marry a sinner but are also a sinner.  Michael Lawrence (2010) points out that from this consumeristic perspective, “… no person on this planet is ever going to perfectly meet your requirements.”  Worse, this type of person has unexamined requirements that are inevitably twisted by their own sinful nature. The Bible reminds us that though our marriages are to be pictures of the relationship between Christ and the church, because clearly, none of us is going to marry Jesus (Lawrence, 2010; & Ephesians 5: 1-33, NIV).
So what is a person to do?  
Ask the Right Questions
As stated by Lawrence, we should first, “… begin with, start with a different question. Instead of asking if he/she's the one, you should ask yourself, "Am I the sort of man a godly woman would want to marry?" If you're not, then you'd be better off spending less time evaluating the women around you, and more time developing the character of a disciple” (Lawrence, 2010). 
Secondly, we should ask, "What sort of qualities should I be looking for in a wife so that my marriage will be a picture of the relationship between Christ and the church?" If you're not sure what those characteristics are, then spend some time reading Proverbs 31, Titus 2:3-5, 1 Peter 3:1-7 and Ephesians 5:22-33 (NIV, 2010; & Lawrence, 2010).
Once you have asked the right questions, and once you have found someone you believe fits the description of a godly wife or husband, you now need to decide whether to get married.  Keep in mind; although this is a BIG decision, it is not one to be taken lightly or too long.  You ask, “How long is too long for a dating relationship?” The Bible does not provide a timetable (after all, most marriages were arranged during biblical times anyway). However, it does give guiding principles that point us in the direction of making good decisions of marriage and in the shortest appropriate time frame. 
Think like a Servant, not a Consumer

The Bible is our compass and it is laden with many passages of NOT taking advantage of one another throughout the dating relationship.  One of the primary ways NOT to do this is through an unending emotional intimacy and enjoy all the elicit benefits of companionship without ever committing to the covenant relationship of marriage. Too often in dating relationships we think and act like consumers rather than servants (Lawrence 2010). After all, who takes a car from a local dealership out for an extended period, park it in his garage like you own it, take it on a vacation, drive it back and forth to work for months, and then take it back to the dealership to say, "I'm just not ready to buy a new car." 
All too often, that is precisely the way men treat the women they are dating.  That is not to say that women are exempt of their wrong-doings either, but to endlessly "test drive" the relationship, without giving any regard for one’s spiritual and emotional wear and tear: yet, all the while keeping their eyes out for a better model: is not only morally wrong, un-scriptural, but outright selfish behavior. 
The Scriptures are clear. We are not to take advantage of one another in this way. Instead, as Paul says in Romans 13:10, "Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law."
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